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This is a prevalent misconception in many people’s minds---that love, like merchandise, can
be “stolen”. Numerous states, in fact, have enacted laws allowing damages for “alienation of
affections”.

But love is not a commodity; the real thing cannot be bought, sold, traded or stolen. It is an
act of the will, a turning of the emotions, a change in the climate of the personality.

When a husband or wife is “stolen” by another person, that husband or wife was already ripe
for the stealing, was already predisposed toward a new partner. The “love bandit” was only taking
what was waiting to be taken, what wanted to be taken.

We tend to treat persons like goods. We even speak of the children “belonging” to their
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parents. But nobody * belongs” to anyone else.Each person belongs to himself, and to God.

Children are entrusted to their parents, and if their parents do not treat them properly, the state has
a right to remove them from their parents’ trusteeship.
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