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Procedures on the Cooperation of Graduate Dual Degree Programs Between Tongji University
and Foreign (Overseas) Institutions of Higher Education (Scientific Research Institutes)
Tongji Graduate School
(Revised in June, 2012)

Article 1 Purpose: This set of procedures is formulated with a view to promote international
cooperation and exchanges, standardize administration, guaranteeing educational quality, and improve
the internationalization level and comprehensive strength of Tongji University in an all-round way.

Article 2 Definition: Graduate Dual Degree Programs (GDDPs) refers to the arrangement whereby
Tongji University signs agreements of cooperation with foreign (overseas) institutions of higher
education (scientific research institutes) offering education jointly for outstanding graduates formally
registered in either of the two cooperative universities and conferring academic degrees of respectively.
The two cooperative parties engaged in are referred to as the Dispatching Party and the Admitting Party.
The dispatched and admitted graduates are dual degree graduates in status.

Article 3  Contents: Dual degree graduates are expected to receive and complete their education in
both the dispatching party and the admitting party by taking courses, obtaining mutually-recognized
credits and finishing thesis writing and defending.

Article 4  Agreements Signing: Every college or school (department, institute) of Tongji University
should negotiate on the basis of equal consultation with foreign (overseas) institutions of higher
education (scientific research institutes) on disciplines, majors and cooperative details for the GDDPs
and draft and sign cooperative agreements together.

The agreement should clearly specify such contents as, the number of exchange students,
procedures for recommendation and selection, patterns of education, duration of exchange study,
curriculum setting. mutual recognition of credits, degree conferment, ownership of intellectual
property rights, payments or mutual exemption of tuition, mutual offering of opportunities for
scholarships, organs responsible for the running of the project, and the period of validity. The agreement
should also specify that the dual degree students dispatched to Tongji University are required to buy
comprehensive medical insurance for overseas students in China as designated by the Ministry of
Education of China.

Colleges and schools (departments, institutes) and other units of Tongji University intending to
sponsor GDDPs should, before signing agreements, report to the graduate school for verification and to
the Administrative Office of the Overseas for countersigning and then submit the agreements to the
president of Tongji University to sign after validated by the school legal adviser.

Article 5  Cooperation Disciplines and Majors: Disciplines and majors engaged offering GDDPs
should obtain the approval of and be authorized by the state to confer academic degrees. These
disciplines and majors should be closely linked to the discipline construction of Tongji University.
Cooperation of GDDPs with foreign (overseas) first-class universities and institutions of higher
education with superior disciplines (scientific research institutes) is encouraged.



Article 6 Recommendation and Selection: The dispatching party examines the various aspects of
the candidates according to the requirements set by the admitting party, and decides on its candidates
through competitive selection. The admitting party decides on the final enrollees on the basis of the
recommendation materials provided by the dispatching party, written examinations and interviews.
Admission of the graduate students dispatched to Tongji University should follow the procedures and
meet the requirements for enrolled dual degree overseas students (enrolled dual degree students from
Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao).

Article 7 Course Study: Students from both parties must obtain credits required for master’s
(doctor’s) degrees by taking courses and obtaining mutually recognized credits. As for mutual credit
recognition, students dispatched to and from Tongji University should in principle obtain no less than
half (1/2) of the credits prescribed in the training program of Tongji University. Of the 1/2 credit courses,
students are required to complete the following parts in Tongji University: taking common degree
courses prescribed in the training program of Tongji University (For dual degree students dispatched
from Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macao to Tongji University, they may take professional degree courses as
a substitute for common degree courses.), attending lectures and deciding on the thesis topic. The
remaining credits may be obtained at the admitting party. Courses taken and credits mutually recognized
should be approved by the corresponding Disciplinary Academic Committee.

Article 8  Thesis Topic and Mid-term Evaluation: Dual degree graduates dispatched and accepted
by Tongji University should accomplish choice of thesis topic and pass mid-term evaluation according
to Provisions for the Education of Academic Master Candidates of Tongji University, Provisions for the
education of Full-time Professional Master Candidates of Tongji University and Provisions for the
Education of Doctorate Candidates of Tongji University, respectively. Choice of thesis topic and
mid-term evaluation can be conducted through telecontrol and the detailed method for conducting
should get the approval of the corresponding Disciplinary Academic Committee.

Article 9  Thesis Writing and Defending: Thesis writing should be under the instruction of the
supervisors from both parties. Dual degree graduates should publish research papers, complete thesis,
pass thesis evaluation and oral defending in accordance with the Regulations of Tongji University on the
Academic Paper Publication of Applicants for Master’s or Doctor’s Degree and Detailed Rules of
Degree-Conferring of Tongji University to become eligible to apply to Tongji University for Master’s or
Doctor’s Degree. Meanwhile, students should apply for Master’s or Doctor’s degree in accordance with
the requirements set by corresponding foreign (overseas) institutions of higher education (scientific
research institutes). Oral defending can be conducted through telecontrol with the detailed method
approved by the corresponding Assessment Committee for Academic Degree.

Article 10  Academic Degree Conferment: Students meet the requirements set by both parties on
degree conferment can apply to both parties for academic degree. The conferment of academic degree
by the dispatching party serves as a precondition for the conferment of academic degree to the
dispatched students by the admitting party.



Article 11  Administration of Records: Both parties should administer students’ records in line with
their respective requirements on the administration of graduates on the university enrollment. Dual
degree graduate candidates dispatched to Tongji University should be administered in accordance with
the Regulations on the Administration of Graduate Records of Tongji University and Instructions for
Overseas Students of Tongji University. They should get enrolled in Tongji University and study for no
less than two semesters with a maximum of 4 years for master candidates and 6 years for doctoral
candidates.

Article 12 Tuition: In principle, dual degree graduate candidates pay tuition only to the dispatching
party, and are exempted from paying tuition to the admitting party. Both parties should make endeavor
to seek opportunities for double-degree graduates to apply for scholarship.

Article 13 Requirements for Keeping Records: One original agreement signed by the two parties
should be submitted to the Graduate School and a copy of it to the International Exchange &
Cooperation Office to keep record. Other materials relating to students’ application for admission and
selection as well as various documents and archives during their studies should be put on records
according to the requirements of the two parties.

Article 14  This set of procedures shall come into effect as from the date of its promulgation. The
interpretation is vested in the Graduate School of Tongji University.



